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BEDDIN’' DOWN YOUR TRAIL
SPADES

Dear Editor,

I read with interest M Sgt C. R.
Biddle's letter from Korea titled,
“Soft Beds for Trail Spades,” in PS
=7. His experience with bending
trail spades in rocky and frozen
ground has always been an Ord-
nance officer's reason for getting
white hair at an early age. I know.
During the “Battle of the Bulge,”
I had two battalions in my division
with all howitzers out of action at
the same time owing to conditions
similar to those in Korea.

The Sergeant recommends
“blasting out” to furnish soft bed-
- ding. Instead of using this method,
which we figure could give away to
the enemy the position just occu-
pied, we solved the problem by
using good old sweat, combined
with pick and shovel, to dig trail
holes—plus wood from ammo boxes

and small trees as fagots, to take £9#7="

up the shock from the trail spades.
No more bending of trail spades.

Col Edwin A. Smith
New York Ordnon;e District

M_‘ e
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There's a story travel-
ing around abourt
people cuttin' up
their M47 tanks cross-
beam guards to keep
grill covers from
breaking transmission
filler-caps.
This is to be frowned on samc’s if
| you'd see someone take the splint off
| a man's crutch. It is not the answer
| to transmission filler-cap breakage.
| The cap gets clobbered by the grill
" only when forgetfully Icft open after
- a check or a fill, and cutting away
~ metal so the cap’ll flop down out of
. the way is flying right in the face of
| human nature. ,
. The same forgetter that Ieaves the

-

..x—_..g... - ;

el -.-'g [ sre”
s | aBove cap

. r."- Yoy ‘:. ‘75,‘_ ENE ."“
L T — .

21/2" HOSE .T ?ﬁl‘
CLAMP AT BXTREME | —]=>
[ eorron oF suace

—————

Fig I—Muke the spring from an 8" piece of
hacksaw blade, heated and bent on a nine-
ty degree angle 1” from the rounded end.

cap propped up will lcave the cap
flopped down when the guard's gone.

Then you got real trouble.

With the closed grill hiding the
open filler, nobody’ll give a thought
to the fact the transmission’s swal-
lowing abrasive dust that has to pass
through the machinery before it gets
to the filter—if it ever does. And you
know what happens next . . . noj|
transmission.

The best thing I can think to tell
you for now, instead of cutting away
any metal, is to add a small piece.
One small hacksaw blade will do the |
trick if you'll rig it to the filler neck ¢
with a hose clamp like these pictures |
from PS #4 suggested back in Sep-
tember 1951, '

Fig. 2—Clamp blade to fill pipe with a

2-1/2" hose clamp so it’s about 5/8” above
filler cap when cap’s in closed position. |
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Many of the older model’s parts
will fit the new Jeep, and you'll
find some of the new parts usable
on the old vehicle, but there are
enough changes to keep you alert
to parts-supply problems. Read on.

When you see your first M38A1,
you'll first notice its generally
slicker features. The longer, curved
front fenders cover a wider tire
area to keep mud from being flung
onto you and your windshield. And
if you've travelled the wet road in
the straight fendered ‘38, you'll
bow three times East.

Secondly, the Al has straight
sides with nothing sticking out—
not even protecting bars over the
gas-tank cap and headlights. The
engine hood is slightly rounded
with straps underneath for your
pioneer shovel. The axe gets
strapped to the right rear-wheel
housing. Nothing now to snag you
climbing in and out.

doors, With @ good idea what the '38 s like, lef's
compare it with the new arrival.

N
! |
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Compared to the M38's 132-
15/16", the 'Al is 138-5/8" long.
The tailgate’s no longer there. And
without the tailgate, there's no
problem of its anchor-bracket
breaking loose.

Come up closer and you’ll see
both batteries nestled together on
top of the cowl. This leaves more
wrench-swinging room under the
hood, and should get you to check
both batteries every time, instead
of only the one lying next to the
engine. Many a battery on the cowl
of the M38 dies an early death be-
cause it's left untouched while the
other is given kindly care because
it’s easy to get at. Guessing at the
condition of one by the condition
of the other is often a mistake.

ALL NEW WINDSHIELD

The windshield’'s been changed
too. The 'Al has a two-paned wind-
shield, while the '38 has only one

414



engine-hood latch

windshield hinge
engine-hood hinge
pioneer shovel

carburetor shift

F head engine
recessed lights
engine work-room
fording valves
engine volve adj.
radiator grille hinge
shock absorbers

springs

timing-mork location
slave-receptade perch 3-1/2” dia. snorkel steering radius
batteries on cowl air deaner shift steering-gear ratio
pioneer shovel air cleaner servicing bell-crank elevation

What makes the difference?

arved fenders
windshield tie-down
engine-hood

cowl

back-seat area
straight sides
recessed fuel-filler
body rear
fuel-line route
service brakes
length

415



= ﬂ windshield wiper location
”__;-.s- windshield windows

== defroster ducts and vents
~ wiper toggle switch

T Windshield fold

hold-on bar

Y i

horn button adjustment
map compariment

brake pedal spacing
= heind hroke sel-up
17 qgal. fuel tank

' LA TR % )

pane—saving half a glass on many
a repair job. And while the wind-
shield of the '38 is often removed
in combat by undoing the side
hinges, to take it off ‘the new ve-
hicle you bend it forward and slip
the hinges apart: this is quicker
protection against shattering glass.
The windshield can also be folded
forward at the base of the frame
and tied down to a metal bracket
in the center of the hood. The
bracket on top of the windshield
lets it rest firmly on the hood in-
stead of the wooden-block rests
with rubber padding that kept the
M38’s window from breaking. In
some cases the tie-down strap of
the 'Al is put on backwards. Set
the strap right and belt it tight.
Defroster vents and ducts are
built into the new vehicle, all set
for the personnel heater that goes
under the hood on the left side in-
stead of sticking up on top. The
windshield wipers now swing from
the top of the frame rather than
the bottom which keeps them away

from the built-in defroster vents.

DETACHABLE PARTS

The vehicle-hood and radiator-
grille have the same type hinge as
the windshield so you can slip them
out by tilting to about a 45° angle.
After the first 9,000 or so 'Al’s, a
safety latch was added to the front
center of the hood as an extra pre-
caution. Early models are s’posed
to get modified.

To keep the hood raised with-
out taking it off, there’s a hook on
the windshield’s front-top-center
that latches to a bracket on the
hood. If this doesn’t hold, the
bracket on the hood is being abused
and may need tack-welds to keep
the hood from slamming down on
your head. The M38 doesn’t have
these difficulties—but neither can
you take off the hood, nor is there
a catch to keep it up.

Like on other newer vehicles,
the slave receptacle and primer
pump are missing—but are avail-
able in kit form as winterization
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